 LEAGUE of WOMEN VOTERS of GREATER HARTFORD

 MEETING 6-3-08 

Present: Elisa McCarthy, Mary Everett, Carole Mulready, Sandy Fry, Doris Hedrick, Marlene Wenograd, Mary Andrews, Beverly Miller

The first meeting of the Executive Committee was convened by Elisa McCarthy at 7:00P.M. A motion was made and passed to suspend some of the by-laws in order to govern LWVGH by Executive Committee.

There will be a meeting on 8-19-08 at Nancy Rion's house,14 Cornell Rd. West Hartford, 7:00 P.M. to develop questions for the debates.

9-22-08 and 9-23-08 are the scheduled dates for taping the debates. The dates may change depending upon the candidates' schedules but hopefully, the lead time for planning will work well for the candidates.

The documentary "Running in Heels" was discussed as a nice agenda for a meeting that would include St. Joseph College students as well as a panel of female elected office holders. Sandy Fry will take the lead for scheduling a date, possibly in mid October and securing a venue.

There was some discussion regarding our traditional "Pot Luck" event in September. Several members expressed an interest in providing planning support. Since an agenda must be developed, this item was tabled until another meeting. However, it was suggested that a meeting at Noah Webster House might have merit, so Carole Mulready will do some investigation of this.  Elisa McCarthy will follow up to ensure planning is done in a timely fashion.

Mary Everett reported all bills are paid including the annual dinner cost.  The finance drive letters will go out this month. Mary suggested taking an ad in the West Hartford News to thank the Voters Guide supporters by name and to inform the public where to look for the next guide. A letter will go out to League members in August to request donations.

Sandy Fry reported she is confident we will have the money to work with Steve Roberts to get our new website operational. Sandy has taken responsibility for this project and ongoing maintenance of the website. Sandy will also be the League's email broadcaster including sending copies of meeting minutes to Committee members. Beverly Miller will mail copies to those who do not use email.

There was a discussion regarding the use of the internet to distribute the Voters Guide. Keeping in mind the decision to produce a limited number of printed copies of the Guide, we will have to research the issues around this matter. It was brought to the attention of the Committee there is a need to talk with the Windsor League about the Voters Guide because there is an overlap with West Hartford in representation by State officials.

The "League's Latest" will be issued in September and will serve to kick-off  the next League year. Doris Hedrick will continue to provide leadership on this project.

It was decided the League will participate but not march in the Park Road Parade. One suggestion was made to develop a recruitment strategy to take advantage of the large number of parade attendees who could potentially be new League members.

The date for the Wine and Cheese Reception is 12-7-08.

Sandy Fry will try to increase the number of observers at town meetings.

It was agreed the responsibility of meeting convener will rotate to Mary Andrews in or about September and the rotation will continue at 3 or 4 month intervals to another member of the Executive Committee.

At the next meeting, the Committee will discuss an evaluation process concerning our new method of governance. Doris Hedrick will develop a list of goals that will guide the evaluation. Several goals were identified and Doris would like to get additional suggestions from the Committee via email. 

The next meeting will be 8-27-08, 7:00P.M. at Elisa McCarthy's house, 218 Auburn Dr. West Hartford.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:40P.M.

Respectfully submitted by,

Beverly Miller
