
The League of Women Voters of Greater Hartford

Executive Committee Meeting  October 20, 2008

Present:  Elisa McCarthy, Sandy Fry, Doris Hedrick,

Marlene Wenograd, Mary Andrews, Mary Everett,

Carole Mulready, Elizabeth Swietek, Beverly Miller

Minutes

The meeting was convened by E. McCarthy and opened for business at 7:00pm.

The minutes for August 27, 2008 were approved.

TREASURERS REPORT: a financial break out document handout was provided by M. Everett . One correction was noted. The Potluck Supper provided $80 income ( + ) not $80 expense ( - ).

MEMBERSHIP: E. Swietek distributed new membership booklets to meeting attendees. Copies will be mailed to all other members. The members’ list is not yet completely validated.

ONGOING PROJECTS

WEST HARTFORD CONGRESSIONAL DEBATE: The moderator is from Bridgeport and there will be 3 timers. Several LWVGH members will attend. The committee reviewed the proposed questions for candidates. Next, the questions were prioritized by topic as follows; finance, energy, environment, health and war.

LEAD PERSON: C. Mulready

POLL REPORTING: Assignments will be confirmed very soon. There will be a telephone test on 11-1-08. The chapter will receive a $10 fee for each person participating in the test. The AP will pay $25 per precinct and $50 per town hall to the chapter for reporting on election night.

LEAD PERSON: C. Mulready and M. Andrews

“RUNNING in HEELS” EVENT: the LWVGH and St. Joseph’s College will host The 85 minute documentary followed by a panel discussion. Publicity has been done on campus and D. Hedrick will take care of community publicity. An informational email will be sent to all LWVGH members. 

LEAD PERSON: S. Fry

WINE and CHEESE RECEPTION: S. Fry will send an email to members to ask for volunteers to help with this event. M. Andrews will co-ordinate the event. She will also develop a written protocol for future use by event volunteers.

LEAD PERSON: M. Andrews

LEGISLATIVE BREAKFAST: S. Fry will ask a specific person to co-ordinate this event and develop a written protocol.

LEAD PERSON: S. Fry

VOTER SERVICE REPORTS: C. Mulready, E. McCarthy and B Miller provided updates on several voter registration drives at various community venues. Many LWVGH volunteers helped in the historic national drive to register voters before the presidential election. We provided voter services at locations such as high schools, colleges, community agencies, public libraries, a children’s’ fair, and a parade .

LEAD PERSONS: C. Mulready, E. McCarthy, B. Miller

MISCELLANIOUS REPORTS:

The Blue Tulip, a store in Canton is offering a 15% of sales on 11-1-08 donation to the LWVCT. Publicity has gone out on this second annual event.

There will be a meeting at the Hartford Main Library, 10-22-08 at 6:00pm on the ballot question ,“Should There Be a Constitutional Convention?”. M. Wenograd shared information regarding a phone bank run by the group, Love Makes a Family, to answer questions from the public regarding the issue before election day.

There was a discussion on how to handle controversial issues with the LWVCT. Apparently, many members throughout the state disagree with the LWVCT position on vetting  candidates for participation in LWV sponsored debates. The issue has attracted negative publicity for the LWV and it appears the LWVCT has not provided a rebuttal to the media. It was suggested a letter to LWVCT requesting a reconsideration of current policy  be drafted from our chapter. C. Mulready offered to compose it. 

Regarding an evaluation of the new LWVGH governance by Executive Committee , a subcommittee was formed to develop an evaluation plan.  B. Miller will be the lead person and D. Hedrick, M. Wenograd, J. Blair and K. Rosen will complete the subcommittee. They will meet and provide a report at the next Executive Committee meeting.

The Executive Committee decided project leaders will have decision making power along with the responsibility for requesting input and providing updates on a regular basis. 

Improvements in communication with chapter members were considered.. It was suggested and approved the Executive Committee meeting minutes will be shared via the LWVGH website upon their approval by the committee.

K. Wilson, the LWVGH representative on the Citizens’ Network, has asked us to take a position on proposed changes in Connecticut high school graduation requirements. M. Everett, past LWVGH President, advised the local chapters are restricted from taking a local position on a statewide issue. .S. Fry will respond to K. Wilson.

The Windsor LWV chapter will be invited to the “Running in Heels” event and the Legislative Breakfast.

D. Hedrick shared the list of contacts that she uses for LWVGH publicity.

M. Andrews reported high praise from Conard High School for LWVGH members C. Mulready and E.McCarthy. Their help and participation in Conard’s mock election was appreciated. 

M. Everett clarified her recent  directive to seek her (treasurer) approval for expenditures over $500. This is an arbitrary figure that she hopes will prevent major expenditure surprises.

B. Miller will compose a thank you message from the LWVGH to Carlos Motta, the speaker at our Potluck Supper meeting.

The possibility of starting a book discussion group was raised. M. Andrews recommended a book “ Banker to the Poor: Micro-Lending and the Battle Against World Poverty” by Muhammad Yumas.A decision was deferred at this time.

The next Executive Committee meeting is 11-19-08

Respectfully Submitted by,

Beverly Miller, Executive Committee member

